
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF WESSEX CYCLO CROSS AT 
5TH NEW FOREST TESTWOOD SCOUT HQ, 

BLACKWATER DRIVE, CALMORE, 
SOUTHAMPTON

FRIDAY 5th APRIL 2013

ATTENDEES
Ian Macdonald (Secretary), Kerie Wallace (Treasurer and League Secretary), Graham 
Hurst (Vice Chairman), Geoff Shergold (Chairman), Peter Hargroves, John Foster, 
Graham Robins, Dave Jowett, Andy Smith,  Richard Bremner, Anthony Dyment, 
Mark Adams, Dave Hodgkins, Grant Bayton, Martin Ward, Dave Wade.

APOLOGIES
Tim Costello, Steve Bale, Andrew Macdonald, Rob Tutt, Sean Bolton, John Vallis, 
Tony Wirdnam and Robin Wilmott.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
It was agreed to be an accurate report by those present and was accepted.
Proposed: Geoff Shergold.  Seconded: Kerie Wallace

REPORTS:
(a) Chair - The Chairman, Geoff Shergold, welcomed all those present to the 
meeting and declared the meeting open.



Another successful season was held with all organisers and their teams thanked for 
their efforts in running events without which we would have no Wessex League, 
already there are some interest from potential new organisers for next season.
Wessex Cyclo Cross ran a very successful round of the National Trophy, thanks were 
given to Kerie Wallace the organiser and his band of helpers that came from all over 
the Wessex area.
Thanks were given to all the Wessex Commissaires who enabled all the events to 
proceed under the BC rules and regulations and for their help in dealing with 
whatever came along on the day.
Special thanks were given to Trant Engineering for their continued sponsorship of the 
Wessex League and to Kerie Wallace for all his hours spent working out all the points 
etc. and for organising the Prize presentation evening which was well attended and 
enjoyed by many people.
Other officials to thank include Ian Macdonald, our secretary and Graham Robbins, 
the Press secretary.

(b) Secretary- The season was very successful with big fields in the usual Oxford, 
Swindon and Reading races, a big thanks to all the organisers and their helpers as 
without them we wouldn’t have any races.
Kerie Wallace was thanked for his two official roles of Treasurer and League 
Secretary plus organising the annual prize presentation.
Graham Robbins was thanked for all his work of taking photos and producing race 
reports which appeared on many different websites and allowed all our hard work to 
been seen by people all over the country.
This year we had 4 people attend a Commissaire course at Bridgewater, it was held in 
November and we didn’t have many races left for them to gain experience so big 
effort for next season.
This season we sent three teams to Inter Regional Champs, a Youth team, Veteran 
team and for first time in ages a Senior team.
This season we brought in our new Code of Conduct for U-12’s and was much 



appreciated by riders and parents with no problems at any event and it will be be used 
again next season.
Sean Bolton was thanked for his running of the Wessex Website which was a very 
popular medium to communicate news, results and all manner of Cyclo Cross stuff.

On a sad note it was reported that just a few weeks before this AGM that Gordon 
Macdonald passed away after a short illness. Gordon was a tireless worker for Wessex 
Cyclo Cross thro the 70’s up to 2008/9. He has been a rider, organiser, treasurer, 
chairman, a member of Cyclo Cross committee, National CX Trophy co-ordinator as 
well as Cyclo Cross’s Doping officer. Along with a few others of that era the 
foundations for the league as we know it today was laid down and we owe a lot to 
them.

(c) Treasurer- Wessex Cyclo Cross has again grown, meaning increased financial throughput through the 
Accounts, which together with the increased Levies and Membership Fees means that the 
Financial Standing of the League is in an excellent position. This increase in activity has increased 
our financial reserves to £4,435.14. There are three things which have not been account for this 
year, the Secretaries Expenses (not yet submitted), costs associated with the National Cyclo Cross 
Conference (not yet held) and the National Trophy Levies (not yet received), 

these are relatively small amounts of money/will be self cancelling, so will make no material effect to the 
Accounts.

The League’s activities have been in line with previous years, in that we have supported the Local Events and 
organised a round of the National Trophy. Financial Sponsorship this year has come from 
Southampton City Council, Hargroves Cycles and Trant Construction, and without this money we 
would not have been able to run

such a successful League, so our thanks go to these organisations.

With the current cash reserves, some of which it is proposed to increase the League Prize Money with, we need 
to consider how it should be used to benefit the sport of Cyclo Cross and the riders that participate 



in it. These considerations, recommendations and eventual disbursement will be done through 
discussions at this AGM and future Committee Meetings.

We have £4,651.14 in the bank and £216.00 of un-cashed cheque due to be paid out, there is no reason to 
expect 

that these will not to be banked. Accordingly the true asset cash figure for the Wessex League is £4,435.14.

(d) League Secretary - The League Secretary, Kerie Wallace, reported that although we 
didn’t have as many races as we would have liked we had an average increase of competitors of 
11%, 34% if the Under 12’s were taken into account.

The split Over 16 fields are still working very well and is certainly popular with riders and 
producing some very competitive races, we are getting to the pint where for some events we 
could nearly split the V/J/W race such is the numbers.

Very promisingly we are attracting more Youth and Under 12 riders, as they are the future of the 
sport the future looks bright.

We promoted another very successful round of the National Trophy series, BC were very keen 
with our event that hey have awarded us a chance to do it all again next season.

The members of the Committee are working on getting new organisers to promote events for 
next season and at the moment there is the potential for 3 new events.

Some numbers from this season:
We had 11 events including the National Trophy
We had 420 point scoring riders, an increase of 22%
We had 37 affiliated Clubs/Teams 2 more than last year with 10 individual members, 2 less than 
last year.
We had 1, 948 Cyclo Cross rides across all categories and increase of 34%. 



Thanks were given to numerous people such as organizers and their teams, Graham Robbins for 
his race reports and photos, our expanding team of Commissaires, Dave Jowett and Mark  
Adams for running the Thursday night cross training sessions, and Trant Engineering for once 
again sponsoring the League.

A round up of how each category was won was presented with the following results in each league:
Senior
1 Mike Cotty
2 James Cotty
3 Chris Minter

Veterans
1 Mike Simpson
2 Sean Williams
3 Billy Girvan

Vet Cat winners
Vet 40  Mike Simpson
Vet 45  Billy Girvan
Vet 50  Dave Phillips
Vet 55  Malc Cross
Vet 60  Dave McMullen

Women
1 Tamina Oliver
2 Sarah Woods
3 Claire Smith

Youth
1 Chris Rothwell



2 Edward Gronbech
3 Jack Saunders
1 Under 16 Girl  Zoe Sheehan

1st Under 14  Boy  Edward Gronbech
1 Under 14 Girl  Rebecca Hurst

Under 12’s
1 Angus Hawkins
2 Jay Allen
3 Harry Dridge

1 Girl Alderney Baker

Under 10
1 Overall Freddie Horner
1 Girl  Madeline Cooper  

(e) Cyclo Cross Commission - Peter Hargroves is a member of the BC Cyclo Cross 
Commission, they oversee everything to do with Cyclo Cross in GB. Peter gave a short account of 
what is happening at the Commission.

Press Officer – Graham Robins gave a short talk about his season. This season has 
seen me travelling to all eleven rounds of the 2012 Wessex Cyclo- Cross League 
covering over 1100 miles. I have written reports and sent these reports to three media 
outlets. British Cycling, Velouk.net and London Cycle Sport.
I have continued my working relationship with Snowdon Sports Media who are 
contracted by British Cycling to collate reports at the weekend.
Once again it is been difficult to get any other media outlets to take reports or images, 



however following the Sotonia event at Fleming Park the local Romsey advertiser did 
a small report which was submitted by Julian Gee from their club. I also had a report 
and image on a local Eastleigh news website.
The last year saw me increase the Leagues profile on the social network site Facebook 
and the number of members has increased to over 200 however I would like to 
increase this in the following season as I am sure there are riders out there that are not 
on the Leagues Facebook site.
I have had a good working relationship with Sean Bolton who now runs the Leagues’
website and I would like to thank him for all his hard work running the website.

My own personal website, www.grahamrobins.net  continues to be fairly successful 
and many clubs and individuals continue to use my images for their own sites and 
blogs, which also increases the profile of the League as I do insist the League’s name 
is mentioned in the report.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
All existing officers agreed to stand again and so were passed without a vote.

PROPOSALS:

(1) We propose that the Wessex Prize Fund be increased to the Prize levels as 
indicated on the attached document.
Reason – We awarded £1,252.00 in Prize Money for the 2012/13 Season, and in the 
season our accounts have shown a surplus of approximately £900, therefore we can 
increase the Prize Fund by the £456.00 as detailed.
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
Carried.

2)  We propose that a new category of  Novice for any Over 16 riders who have never 
raced before be created. The riders to have a separate race starting two minutes behind 



the Youth riders. Riders being allowed to have a max of 3 races before they have to 
ride in their correct category. 
Reason: To introduce new riders to cross racing in a shorter more relaxed race rather 
than being thrown in at deep end. 
Proposed: Matt Carey. Seconded Andy Smith

After a lot of discussion it was agreed that it was a great idea and we should run with 
it, from the original simple idea we amended and made tweaks.
This now ends up as:
(a) For the first year for organisers it will be voluntary, it will be reviewed at end of 
season and if successful will be included for all events next season.
(b) The Novice race will run about 2 - 3 minutes after the youth race and will be the 
same distance.
(c) The Novice race will be run as a BC Go-Cross event which means an organiser 
would charge around £5 -£7 per rider and you only have to pay a £1 levy to BC, no 
local levies and you do not have to give out prizes for the Novices, it is purely an 
introduction race.
(d) Riders who opt to do this race can only do a Novice race up to 3 times and then 
they have to move up to appropriate category for their age group, riders will race as a 
stand alone event and will not gain any Wessex League points.

(3)  We propose that all events to be online entry only, other than Under 12, Youth
and novice if above proposal is passed. No Entry on the line.
Reason – Less work on the day for organiser, easier for gridding, easier to work out 
race budget, better for security without tins with all the entry fees hanging around. 
Proposed: Andy Smith  Seconded: Claire Smith

A discussion took place with the outcome that it was carried it but not in the format it 
started as.
It was stated that BC do not want local league events only having Online entry as one 



of the attractions of Cyclo Cross is that you can just turn up and ride rather than enter 
in advance. Only BC affiliated riders can enter online as personal membership 
numbers are part of the process.
Wessex organisers can opt to do Online Entries but you must stated on Registration 
Forms and give a closing date for entries. Organisers must accept entries on the day as 
usual as well.
Organisers going for this option can set one fee for advance entries say £10 and for on 
day entries could ask for £12. The differential must not be set too high, BC will 
amend if they believe this to be the case. Under 12 races must still be enter on line.

(4)   We propose that all Wessex race meetings should keep an agreed order of races 
of U-12, Youth, Vet/Jun/Women and Senior. 
Reason – Becomes a standard order for all race meetings.
Proposed: Andy Smith  Seconded: Claire Smith

Last season we had a few races where the Senior and Vets race order was swapped, 
for various reason but this wasn't too popular with some riders especially Vets, who if 
they had a child riding Youth or Under 12 and then their race was at end of day they 
had to be at event all day long and some had to miss their race because other things 
had been arranged after the race. This was carried and it was agreed for for 2013/14 
season the order of races will be: Under 12, Youth, Vet/Wom/Jun and Senior (Youth 
and Under 12 can be swapped round if organisers wish).

(5)  We propose the prizes for all Wessex events should be standardised. 
Reason – Every season some races give out correct amount of prizes under BC rules 
and others fall short of this. 
Proposed: Andy Smith  Seconded: Claire Smith

This was agreed to be almost impossible to bring in because of different cost of land 



hire, different size of entries and organisers having different size budgets.
This proposal was put in because it was felt that some races gave out a good prize list 
and other races didn't give out much and it was felt that they didn't meet BC minimum 
prize list.
The result was that it was carried with the amendment that all organisers would get 
before their event a copy of BC's rules on prize list and via Commissaires or 
Committee it would be enforced more vigorously than it has so far.

6)   We propose that instead of riders affiliating as Teams or individuals that riders all 
affiliate as individuals under their club/team name. As a starting point £3 per rider.
Reason: To level the difference between big teams paying paying £30 and having 
unlimited riders and smaller teams paying the same and only having 3 riders. This 
would mean the top rider will pay the same as the lowest placed rider, teams can still 
pay for all their riders en mass.
Proposed: Andy Smith  Seconded: Claire Smith.

This was discussed at length and it was agreed by all that it would create a large 
amount of work for the League Secretary and Andy Smith agreed the motion should 
be withdrawn.

(7) We propose to tighten up the rules regarding to Organisers and their teams scoring 
maximum points. For discussion this will be a starting point:
Maximum points will be awarded to -
a. Riders who Organise, Lap Score or Commissaire in any of these positions for a 
maximum of three events in any one Season will score maximum points as below –
Officiate one race = 60* points, to activate them ride and finish two league events.
Officiate two races = 120* points, to activate them ride and finish in four league
events.
Officiate three races = 180* points, to activate them ride and finish in six league 
events.
b. Riders who Assist in the Organising of a Race for a maximum of one event in any 



one Season will score maximum points as below –
Assist at one race = 60* points, to activate them ride and finish two league events.
c. Or some other special circumstances that are agreed upon by the Committee.
* Will be adjusted to maximum points available in the riders particular League
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee

After very long discussion took place and it was agreed that the Organiser and one 
other official plus the two  Commissaires would get maximum points. The organiser 
could then  nominate up to 10 people who helped with their event and they would all 
get, subject to qualifying rides as specified above, half the maximum points of their 
league category they usually ride in.

DATE FIXING: 
The secretary gave a short report on what events were now registered for next season, 
there are a few outstanding to add and at this point in time we did not have as many 
events as normal as some organisers said they wouldn’t be doing one or cutting down 
from 2 events to 1, the secretary was confident that more would come in and that one 
new event was still to be confirmed.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  

The length of some of the Under 12 courses was brought up with a view that quite a 
few courses were far too short with a lap time under one minute, more attention will 
be made next season to get this nearer the two minute mark, fields are getting too big 
for one minute courses.

A new BC electronic lap scoring system was discussed as it is being brought in but at 
this time no-one had a chance to see if it was right for cylco-cross, we would try and 
keep up with developments as they happen. Once again the cost for other systems was 



still to restrictive for local races as the entry fee would have to really increase or a big 
sponsor to step in and fund it. A few organisers had used result software that could be 
obtained via Graham Hurst, simple to use and had a very good success rate with no 
major problems from those who used it.

DATE OF NEXT AGM
Will be around the same time of year as this one, TBC.


