
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF WESSEX CYCLO CROSS AT 
5TH NEW FOREST TESTWOOD SCOUT HQ, 

BLACKWATER DRIVE, CALMORE, 
SOUTHAMPTON

FRIDAY 27th APRIL 2012

ATTENDEES
Ian Macdonald (Secretary), Kerie Wallace (Treasurer and League Secretary), Graham 
Hurst (Vice Chairman), Geoff Shergold (Chairman), Peter Hargroves, John Foster, 
Graham Robins, Dave Jowett, Andy Smith, Andy Roberts,  Richard Bremner, Colin 
Price, Sean Bolton, Mark Adams, Alex Brockhurst, Andy Murphy.

APOLOGIES
Tim Costello, Tony Parker, Steve Bale, Dave Wadsworth, Peter Gronbech, Grant 
Bayton, Claire Woods, Paul Thornton, Anthony Dyment, Darren Taylor, Steve Kirk, 
Andrew Macdonald, Rob Tutt,

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The secretary pointed out that he had left off the Press Officers report from the 
minutes, he would include them in the 2011 minutes, nothing else was mentioned and 
was agreed to be an accurate report by those present with the amendment completed.
Proposed: Geoff Shergold.  Seconded: Kerie Wallace

REPORTS:
(a) Chair - The Chairman, Geoff Shergold, welcomed all those present to the 
meeting and declared the meeting open.
Another successful season was held with 2 events being run just outside the area and 
they let us use them as a Wessex point scoring event. All organisers and their teams 
were thanked for their efforts in running events without which we would have no 
Wessex League, already there are some interest from potential new organisers for 
next season, the Wessex Committee will be giving any advice to help bring these to 
fruition.
Wessex Cyclo Cross ran a very successful round of the National Trophy and we were 
then awarded a chance to run another in the 2012-13 season. Thanks were given to 
Kerie Wallace the organiser and his band of helpers that came from all over the 
Wessex area.
The South of England Championships in 2012-13 has been awarded to North Hants 
RC, so another major event in the Wessex area to look forward to.
Thanks were given to all the Wessex Commissaires who enabled all the events to 
proceed under the BC rules and regulations and for their help in dealing with 
whatever came along on the day.
Special thanks were given to Trant Engineering for their continued sponsorship of the 



Wessex League and to Kerie Wallace for all his hours spent working out all the points 
etc. and for organising the Prize presentation evening which was well attended and 
enjoyed by many people.
Other officials to thank include Ian Macdonald, our secretary and Graham Robbins, 
the Press secretary.
With all the hard work from officials and volunteers Wessex Cyclo Races have gained 
a good reputation for well organised events all being run in a good sporting and 
friendly manner.

(b) Secretary- The season was very successful with big fields in the usual Oxford, 
Swindon and Reading races, a big thanks to all the organisers and their helpers as 
without them we wouldn’t have any races let alone a league.
Kerie Wallace was thanked for his two official roles of Treasurer and League 
Secretary plus organising the annual skittle/prize presentation.
Graham Robbins was thanked for all his work of taking photos and producing race 
reports which appeared on many different websites and allowed all our hard work to 
been seen by people all over the country.
Our team of Commissaires did a great job and this was for many of their first whole 
season and by the end of the season they had all qualified as Regional Commissaires.
The website was run this season by Hargroves Cycles who ran it alongside their own 
site until a new web master could be found, thanks to them for keeping the site 
running. Many thanks to Peter Hargroves for letting us do this and to his staff for 
actually doing it.
This season we once again ran a very successful round of the National Trophy series 
and were blessed with a fine warm, sunny day which was a novelty to us. Thanks go 
out for all those volunteers who helped construct and take down the course. The Chief 
Commissaire congratulated us on the promotion and said that we had set the bar 
higher for other rounds to match.
This season we sent two teams to Inter Regional Champs, a Youth team and a Veteran 
team.
3 delegates attended the Cyclo Cross Commission Annual Meeting in early March
which again was held as an interactive meeting with people from different areas 
discussing and sharing ideas.

(c) Treasurer- Another year which has seen growth in the sport of Cyclo Cross in the Wessex, we have 
increased Membership, Riders and Participation, which has inevitable led to an increase in 
financial turnover, over nine thousand pounds this year. This increase in activity has increased our 
financial reserves to £3,459.84, although it should be noted that we only had a very small outlay 
on course marking equipment this year, so we will probably have to spend a bit more next season. 
Another thing we may need to consider next year is the replacement of our storage 
container, although the Southampton Sports Centre may help us out here. 

We did receive the outstanding Levies from Western from last Season, £34.00.

There has been no extra ordinary expenses this Season.

Set out below are the areas where we have spent our money.

We have £4,556.01 in the bank and -£24.00 Cash-in-Hand, this overall figure is very high due to 
significant value of cheques being unbanked at the end of the financial year/detailed on the last statement. These 



unbanked figures include several League prizes, £432.00,  and Committee Members Expenses of £640.17, there is 
no reason to expect that these will not to be banked. Accordingly the true asset cash figure for the Wessex League 
is £3,459.84.

It should be noted that the League has again been sponsored by Trant Construction Limited, £300.00, and 
with the tremendous sponsorship by Southampton City Council to the tune of £2,500.00, these two organisations 
have made a great difference to Wessex Cyclo Cross. 

The comparisons between the figures for 2010/11 and 2011/12 are –

           Item                                        2010/11                
2011/12

                                          Income     Expenditure     Balance                   Income      Expenditure    Balance

League Membership   700.00           0.00   700.00                             820.00          0.00     820.00
Race Levies 3683.80        3107.50   576.30                            4189.30    3532.50      656.80
Miscellaneous               2885.00        2899.49       -14.49                            3393.31    2948.87      444.44
Prizes/Sponsorship   300.00        1203.50         - 903.50                            300.00     1529.11   -1229.11
Prize Presentation   584.00         465.00   119.00                             739.00     670.00      69.00
Totals              8152.80         7675.49        477.31                           9441.61    8680.48     761.13
Account Opening 2221.40               2698.71
Account Closing 2698.71 3459.84
Excess Income (Expenditure)            477.31                     761.13

The Accounts represent a true record of the League’s finances and are presented to the AGM for their adoption.

(d) League Secretary - The League Secretary, Kerie Wallace, reported that although we 
didn’t have as many races as we would have liked we had an average increase of competitors of 
11% through the whole season.

Some facts, figures and comparisons with previous seasons –
We had 13 League events and the Southampton Round of the National Trophy series.
We had 345 point scoring riders, and increase of 6% on last year.
We had 35 affiliated Clubs, 5 more than last year, and 12 individual members, one up on 
last year.
We had 1450 Cyclo-Cross rides across all categories, an increase of 11% (adjusted for Swindon last season) 

on last.

Nationally we had one National champion with Dave McMullen winning the Vet 60 
Championship. Hargroves Cycles team won the Elite Men’s Team award and the overall team 
award for best team in all categories over the Championship weekend.

Thanks were given to numerous people such as organizers and their teams, Graham Robbins for 
his race reports and photos, our expanding team of Commissaires, Dave Jowett for running the 
Thursday night cross training sessions, Bernard Baker, Dave Wade and Andy Smith who stepped 
in and promoted extra events once the season was underway, Hargroves Cycles for allowing us 
to use their own website as a home for our website and Trant Engineering for once again 
sponsoring the League.

A full report can be found at: 
http://www.wessexcx.co.uk/documents/2011/WessexCycloCrossLeagueSeasonReport2011_201
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A round up of how each category was won was presented with the following results in each league:
Senior
1st  Mike Cotty
2nd  Dan Lewis
3rd Peter Kench

Veterans
1st    Sean Williams
2nd  Will Girvan
3rd   Dave Phillips

Vet Cat winners
Vet 40  Sean Williams
Vet 45  Will Girvan
Vet 50  Dave Phillips
Vet 55  Andrew Roberts
Vet 60  Dave McMullen

Women
1st Claire Smith
2nd Sarah Woods
3rd  Tamina Oliver

Youth
1st  Harvey Lowe
2nd  Rob Bolwell
3rd  Jack Saunders

1st Under 14 Tom Sewell

1st Girl Emily Wadsworth

Under 12’s
1st  Harry Dridge
2nd  Bethany Lewis
3rd  Jay Allen

1st Girl Bethany Lewis

Under 10
1st  Overall Ryan Hodgkyns
1st Girl        Anna Wadsworth

(e) Cyclo Cross Commission - Peter Hargroves is a member of the BC Cyclo Cross 
Commission, they oversee everything to do with Cyclo Cross in GB. Peter gave a short account of 
what is happening at the Commission they included that next season therewould be regrading of the 
races with Cat C races becoming Cat B status, with Cat A races having much higher required 



standards than before. For all National Cat A races mountain bikes will not be allowed.
Minimum standards for all Cat B races for next season wile require them to have toilets available 
for all riders and spectators to use on the course or adjacent to event.
There had been problems in all regions with the Under 12 events, as well as having a
code of conduct like the Midlands Cross area use the Commission suggest Under 12
events are refered to as Under 12 events rather than Under 12 races to remove the
competitive idea as they really are just an introduction to Cyclo Cross and the racing
side is now getting too serious.

Press Officer – The Press Officer, Graham Robbins reported that he had travelled to all rounds 
of the Wessex 2011/12 Cyclo-Cross season and written reports and taken photos that were 
distributed to three main media outlets. These were British Cycling, Velouk.net and London Cycle 
Sport, this was as well as every race going on the Wessex website. Having formed a professional 
relationship with Snowdon Sports he phoned a mini report to them before leaving the venue and 
they do their bit and quite often that report is on the BC website when he gets home, a full report is 
then sent on and this replaces the short one.
A National Press card with the Sports Journalist Association was obtained and in the last couple 
of weeks I have been accepted to have an AIPS card which is International Sports Press 
Association card. The last year saw an increase the Leagues profile on the social network site 
Facebook and the number of members has increased by 30%, We would like to increase this in 
the following season as there are riders out there that are not on the League’s Facebook site

My own personal website, www.grahamrobins.net  continues to be fairly successful 
and many clubs and individuals continue to use my images for their own sites and 
blogs, which also increases the profile of the League as I do insist the League’s name 
is mentioned in the report.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
All existing officers agreed to stand again and so were passed without a vote.

PROPOSALS:

(1) We propose that the affiliation fees for Membership of the Wessex League rise to -
Clubs -£30.00    Individuals - £15.00
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
This was carried unanimously

(2)  We propose that Wessex Race Levies for riders in the Wessex League rise to –
Youth -£0.50 Juniors, Under 23’s, Seniors, Veterans and Women -£0.70
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
This was carried unanimously

(3) We propose that the rules be clarified to say –
Affiliation Fees to the Wessex League are applicable to Women, Juniors,
Under 23’s, Seniors and Veterans. Under 12’s and Youth are exempt. 
(The change here is that we are asking Women to affiliate)
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
This was carried unanimously



(4) We propose that the running/administration of the Wessex website be passed to 
Sean Bolton of Swindon RC.
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
This was carried unanimously

(5) We propose that all riders must ride in the name of the club they are registered 
for cyclo cross on BC website. Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee.

It was decided after a brief discussion that riders who have two clubs on their BC 
licence should ride for the main club but if they let League Secretary know that they 
wish to ride the Wessex League as the other club he will make sure they can 
participate under that club/team for the Team awards. This was voted on and carried.

(6) We propose to cancel all Under 12 races.
Reason: There has been some OVER Zealous and inappropriately loud support by 
parents and supporters, causing concern to some onlookers A couple of alleged 
incidents have happened between riders leading to threats and disparaging remarks 
being posted on some Social Web Sites.
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
See below Proposal 7

(7) We propose to cancel the Under 12 league.
Reason: There has been some OVER Zealous and inappropriately Loud support by 
parents and supporters, causing concern to some onlookers 
A couple of alleged incidents have happened between riders leading to threats and 
disparaging remarks being posted on some Social Web Sites.
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
A discussion took place as to how to stop this sort of behaviour happening in the 
future, all sorts of things were discussed, the Committee had a copy of a Code of 
Conduct that Midlands Cyclo Cross that had been used before and for them it really 
stopped a lot of problems. A copy was shown to everyone, this was voted on and was 
carried unanimously. It was also agreed to remove more of the competition status of 
the Under 12 events away to refer them always Under 12 events and not races. 
Carried  

(8) We propose that all Vet 40 and Vet 45 category riders will from next season ride 
with Seniors.
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
A discussion took place where all sides of the proposal was looked at, it was 
eventually decided that we would stay as we are but that we would publicise the fact 
that Vets can opt to ride with the Seniors and get a faster longer event. Carried

(9) We propose that prizes be amended, a copy of the new Prize list along with the 
rules of how prizes would be distributed was presented to the meeting.
Proposed: Wessex Cyclo Cross Committee
All present agreed with the new list and the motion was carried and the new prize 
list will be added to the Wessex rules.



DATE FIXING: 
The secretary gave a short report on what events were now registered for next season, 
there was still a few outstanding to add and at this point in time we did not have as 
many events as normal as some organisers said they wouldn’t be doing one or cutting 
down from 2 events to 1, the secretary was confident that more would come in and 
that one new event was still to be confirmed.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  

The starting time of the prize presentation was discussed with a view to start earlier 
than before so that people who had to travel a distance did not have to leave too late 
especially as a lot of them were bringing Under 12 riders.

Wessex CX will be organising another round of the National Trophy at Southampton 
next season and it was announced with a view to getting as much support from 
Wessex riders and others to come and lend a hand on course building and 
marshalling, nearer the time messages will be sent out to get help.

The length of some of the Under 12 courses was brought up with a view that quite a 
few courses were far too short with a lap time under one minute, more attention will 
be made next season to get this nearer the two minute mark, fields are getting too big 
for one minute courses.

League Points for organisers was discussed again with a view to start having average 
points for any organisers but the majority were happy with the present system so it 
will remain in place next season with organisers getting max points when the run an 
event.

A new BC electronic lap scoring system was discussed as it is being brought in but at 
this time no-one had a chance to see if it was right for cylco-cross, we would try and 
keep up with developments as they happen. Once again the cost for other systems was 
still to restrictive for local races as the entry fee would have to really increase or a big 
sponsor to step in and fund it.

DATE OF NEXT AGM
Will be around the same time of year as this one, TBC.


