
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF WESSEX CYCLO CROSS AT 
5TH NEW FOREST TESTWOOD SCOUT HQ, 

BLACKWATER DRIVE, CALMORE, 
SOUTHAMPTON

THURSDAY 23RD APRIL 2009 AT 7-30 PM

ATTENDEES
Ian Macdonald (Secretary), Kerie Wallace (Treasurer and League Secretary), Paul 
Coates (Chairman), Geoff Shergold, Peter Hargroves, John Foster, Colin Price, 
Graham Hurst, Antony Green, Andy Smith

APOLOGIES
Tony Wirdnam, Graham Robbins, Rob Tutt, Tim Costello and Phil Robbins

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
These were agreed to be an accurate report by those present with an amendment that 
Graham Hurst was voted in to be Vice Chairman.
Proposed: Kerie Wallace.  Seconded: Geoff Shergold

REPORTS:
(a) Chair- The Chairman reported a reasonably good year, the numbers up at most 
events and he took the opportunity to thank all the organisers and their teams of 
helpers over the past season. He also mentioned all the hard work put in by the 
Committee members with special mention to the Treasurer and Secretary.
Things that have come up from the previous season is that we could do with more 
organisers, maybe from riders who are thinking of retiring from racing who wish to 
give something back to the sport. The Committee would be very willing to help out 
anyone who was thinking of promoting an event. 
Upgrading of existing Category C events to Category B would help the overall 
standard of events and hopefully the racing as well as giving local riders more ranking 
points which would enable them to get better grid positions in National events. 
Sometimes just minor upgrades would be required and he was sure the Committee 
would once again offer assistance to any organisers who were thinking of doing this. 

(b) Secretary- Yet again a very successful year with all events very well supported 
with very large fields in the Oxford, Reading and Newbury races. All the organisers 
and their support teams were thanked for their hard work in getting the races up and 
running. Some of the fields were so large that this brought new problems about lap 
scoring with some results taking a long time to be finalised. Computers were used at a 
few events but still encountered problems due to the numbers of riders. Questions 



were asked of the logistical need for two senior leagues one of senior riders and one 
of Vets, Juniors and Women.
Kerie Wallace was thanked for his two official roles of Treasurer and League 
Secretary plus organising the annual skittle/prize presentation.
John Foster was thanked for all his work as Commissaire at many events who was 
ably assisted on the day or on their own by Tony Wirdnam, Paul Coates and Graham 
Hurst, big thanks to them . 
Tony Green was thanked for operating our website which once again was a vital tool 
for communicating all the news to everyone.
Youth team only attended the Inter Regional Championships at Leicester with not too 
much interest shown in the other categories.
The National Championships was held at Bradford, we had riders in all different 
categories with unfortunately not as much success as last year with Gary Allan taking 
third place in the Vets 45 category being our only medal.
Three reps and one Commission member attended the National Cross Commission’s 
meeting held in the Leicester area.

(c) Treasurer-

Unfortunately another year has gone by where we have not had a major event in the Wessex Area, 
but even so the financial side is still all, all right. We had money paid in of £5,283.20 and money 
paid out of £5,766.59, resulting in a loss of £483.39.

This is the third year in a row that our finances have shown a loss, but as in previous years, this 
should not be a cause for concern, as again we have invested in our future. Wessex are now the 
owners of a £500.00 PA System which is available for all event organisers, and it will make it 
easier for us to put on a more professional event at some of the larger races. The PA System 
expense together with the outlay of £184.00 on engraving costs to bring our new trophies up to 
date, mean that we are really doing very well.

It is great to see that income from Race Levies and League Membership is well up, up 30%, and 
really, this is what it is all about, increasing the participation in Cyclo-Cross, which increase the 
success and fun we all have.

We have £2,207.47 in the bank and no liabilities unaccounted for or due outside this period.

It should be noted that the League has again been sponsored by Trant Construction Limited 
(£300.00).

The comparisons between the figures for 2007/8 and 2008/9 are –

         Item 2008/9 2007/8
Income Expenditure Balance Income   Expenditure   Balance

League Membership   660.00             0.00            660.00             530.00          0.00               530.00
Race Levies 3536.20    3017.00 519.20   2689.92    2317.50   372.42
Miscellaneous 205.00             1228.49        -1023.49             381.13            1152.43 -771.30
Prizes/Sponsorship 300.00              965.00          - 665.00             300.00            1179.64 -879.64
Prize Presentation 582.00              556.10 25.90             620.50             598.80                21.70
Totals 5283.20           5766.59        - 483.39            4521.55           5248.37 -726.82



Account Opening 2690.86             3417.68
Account Closing 2207.47             2690.86
Profit (Loss)                       ( 483.39)                          (726.82)

The Wessex League now has a financial base of £2,207.47 and a significant amount of assets that 
are available for all event organisers; PA System, course marking equipment, sets of race 
numbers, marshal’s vests, etc. 

The Accounts represent a true record of the League’s finances and are presented to the AGM for 
their adoption

(d) League Secretary- This has been the eighth season for the Trant Wessex Cyclo-Cross League and
the riders have been out in force. The impact of the success of cycling’s superstars at the Olympics and World 
Championships has certainly shown up in the starting lists of our Wessex Events, the numbers of riders has 
been unprecedented in the Wessex and can only be a sign of a potentially strong future for our sport.

The only downside of the Season was that our National body did not award us any National events to run 
this year, let’s see what next Season brings.

Some facts, figures and comparisons with previous seasons –

We promoted 12 League events this year, the same as last season.

We had 290 point scoring riders, an increase of 39%.

We had 28 affiliated Clubs and 10 individual members.

We had 1176 Cyclo-Cross rides across all categories, (excluding Swindon) an increase of 37%.

Total number of point scoring Cyclo-Cross riders -

Category 2001/2 2002/3 2003/4 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9

U12   46   40   56     42   25   32   58   88
Youths   30   22   33     26   19   26   27   35
Junior     4     7     5      2     1     1     3     6
Senior   54   50   30     43   43   56   55   87
Veteran   34   35   34     36   37   51   55   59
Women   10     6     6     12   10   12   11   15
Total 178 160 164   161 135 178 199 290

It is great to see that every category has had an increase in competing riders, and probably the categories 
that matter the most, the future lifeblood of our sport, the Under 12’s, Youths and Juniors saw a combined 
increase of 47%

Thanks for this Season go to –



New organisers Phil Robbins, Rob Tutt and Andy Storey, I hoped they enjoyed their organising and 
felt well rewarded by watching the efforts of the riders on the courses they devised.

Graham Robins who has been to most of the Wessex League Events this Season and has made a 
superb job of taking photos, writing up reports and most importantly getting them published on all 
the important Cyclo Cross websites. If you missed Graham’s reports this season please visit his 
Website at http://www.grahamrobins.net, and you will view some of the best Cyclo Cross around.

Ian Macdonald who stepped in with minutes to spare to help judge the BJW event. 

John Foster, Graham Hurst, Tony Wirdnam and Paul Coates who acted as commissaries.

Andy Smith of the Swindon RC, who raised his game this year and increased his Clubs riders to 55 
across all categories, I am not sure how he does it, but on race days Swindon must be deserted of all 
cyclists. Andy also found time to ride in every League Event, the South of England Championships 
and the National Championships, as well as organising the South of England Championships and 
his own clubs event. He of course couldn’t do all this with the support of Claire and his Club, but 
where does he get the time? 

To enable the racing to take place we have a dedicated bunch of race organisers, race recorders, 
course setters, commissionaires etc., whom without these volunteers we would not have any races 
and so our thanks go to these people. The Wessex Cyclo-Cross Website is run by Antony Green, so 
now it is up to date after every event and contains a lot more information. 

The Wessex League has again been sponsored by Trant Construction and their continued support 
has enabled the finances of the League to remain strong and healthy.

Last but not least are the riders, who pay the money and make a great racing spectacle, we had one 
race with over 100 riders and a further six events with more than 75 riders.

The racing throughout the season was fast and furious, and certainly after the first few races it could not be 
seen that there would be a dominant force in any of the leagues. However as the season went on the 
prospective winners emerged from the packs of following riders such that by Christmas; Tim, Claire, Rob, 
and Jack had claimed their Championships.

Tim Dunford took a while this year to head the Senior League, and it did look like after the first three races 
that he would be severely challenged by Andy Shaw and Ian Legg, however their challenge faltered and Tim 
was victorious. It was a different story for 2nd, 3rd and 4th, these places went right to the wire, with Mike 
Groves fully deserving second place, courtesy of his first ever Wessex League win in the last race of the 
season. With Hargrove riders filling the first four places the Team Championship was a formality.

Gary Allan had his best ever season and emerged victorious as the Veterans and V45 Champion, this was 
topped off with a fantastic sprint in the National Championships for the Bronze Medal in the V45 race.

For the first time for years we had a proper Junior contest, we had six Juniors racing for most of the season, 
but it was James Astbury who retained his Championship. But more importantly we have some youngsters 
coming up through the ranks who will challenge for the top honours in a couple of years.

Claire Smith retained her Championship (she got married to Andy in the close season and so the name 
change from Hall to Smith) from last year, but was pressed hard by Andrea and Lauren.



In the Youth League Rob Yeatman moved up from fourth last year to Champion this, but he was pressed 
all the way by up and coming star Harvey Lowe. Harvey is still only 12, and was last years Under 12’s 
Champion, in his category of Under 14 he has swept all before him, becoming Wessex, South of England and 
National Trophy Champion.

Jack Phillips in the Under 12’s was only beaten once through out the Wessex races and moved up from 7th

place last year to this seasons Champion, again he will be a star of the future.

The Steve Coates Trophy is in its third season and this year we again had four contenders, Gary Allan, Andy 
Smith, Martyn Dymond, Steve Dines and Robin Gronbech. These four riders competed in and finished every 
Wessex Event, as the criteria for the Trophy was for riders who completed the most Wessex events, the 
Committee needed a tie-breaker. We looked at what other events these riders had ridden and completed, and 
with Gary riding and finishing the South of England Championships and at the Nationals he is the deserving 
winner. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: All existing officers agreed to stand again.

PROPOSALS:

(1) Propose to increase the expenses paid to Commissaires from £5 to £10 because 
the cost of Petrol has risen so much in last few years.
Proposed by Committee

Carried with all present agreeing.

(2) Propose to run two Senior Leagues with separate race for Seniors only and one 
for Veterans, Juniors and Women, this race being a shorter event of the usual National 
distance for these categories.
Proposed by Committee

Not carried: A good discussion took place with reasons for and against were evenly 
spread, in the end it was decided that more work and thought would be needed as it 
was too late for organisers to revise their plans for the 2009/2010 season. With 
another year for everyone to look into it more it will no doubt surface again.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

The idea of a League Leaders jersey was discussed with more reasons not to do it 
than for amongst them was the logistics of it with an event nearly every weekend at 
all different points in the area it would be a problem getting a new jersey to a new 
leader in time. A variety of different size riders meant we would have to purchase 
quite a selection of sizes and sponsors names not on jersey wouldn’t be to popular 
with riders sponsers.



The website was discussed with the idea that amore interactive one could be used with 
riders forums or blogs this was to be discussed with Antony Green to see if it was 
possible and if he had time to do it.

DATE OF NEXT AGM
To Be Confirmed


